
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of a meeting of the Cabinet Member for Performance and 
Capacity 

held on Monday, 20th February, 2012 at Committee Suite 2, Westfields, 
Middlewich Road, Sandbach. CW11 1HZ 

 
PRESENT 
 
Councillor D Brown, Cabinet Member for Performance and Capcaity 
Councillor  L Smetham, Cabinet Support Member for Sustainable 
Communities 

 
OFFICER 
 
Jamie Longmire, Spatial Planning Officer 
Richard House, Spatial Planning Central Area Manager  
Julie North, Senior Democratic Services Officer 

 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
Councillor D Brown declared a personal interest as he was the Council’s 
representative on the Bent Farm Sand Quarry Liaison Committee. 
 
Councillor L Smetham declared a personal interest as she was the 
Council’s representative on the Chelford Sand Quarry Liaison Committee 
and the Eaton Hall Sand Quarry Liaison Committee. 
 

3 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME/OPEN SESSION  
 
There were no members of the public present. 
 

4 MINERALS ISSUES DISCUSSION PAPER  
 
The Cabinet Member considered a report on the key issues to be 
considered in planning for Minerals in Cheshire East. 
 
The Cheshire East Local Plan needed to contain strategic policies and 
specific site allocations in respect of minerals related developments in the 
Borough as it would supersede the existing Cheshire Replacement 
Minerals Local Plan adopted by Cheshire County Council in 1999.  The 
role of the Local Plan was to ensure that adequate supplies of minerals 
were provided to meet foreseeable needs and that known mineral 
reserves were safeguarded from unnecessary developments. 
 



In order to stimulate debate and to seek the views of the mineral industry 
and other interested parties on the appropriate policy approach for 
minerals extraction, a Discussion Paper had been produced which was 
intended to be the subject to a period of consultation.  The copy of the 
Consultation Document was attached to the Report as Appendix 1.   
 
The document considered and asked for comment on 6 key issues: 

• Securing the steady and adequate supply of minerals  
• Ensuring the prudent, efficient and sustainable use of mineral 

resources 
• Safeguarding mineral resources 
• Ensuring high quality restoration and aftercare of mineral sites 
• Sustainable transport of minerals 
• Underground gas storage following mineral extraction 

 
It was intended that the document would be published for consultation for 
a period of four weeks on the Council’s website and specific invitations to 
comment would be sent to existing mineral operators in the Borough, 
Town and Parish Councils, statutory consultees and environmental 
groups.   
 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Cabinet Member for Performance and Capacity approve the 
Minerals Issues Discussion Paper for purposes of consultation on the 
development of minerals planning policies in the Local Plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting commenced at 10.45 am and concluded at 11.00 am 

 
Councillor D Brown 

 
 


